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JOURNEY

THE WINTER OF 1834-35 HAD BEGUN AS AN UNUSUAL,
GREEN WEATHER SEASON. OCCASIONAL SNOWS MELTED
WITH THE RISING OF THE SUN. FOG AND DREARY DAYS
OF RAIN WERE MORE CERTAIN THAN A FLURRY DURING
DAYLIGHT HOURS. OAKS STILL HELD BROWNED LEAVES
LEFT AFTER THE PASSING OF AUTUMN. AND SO THE
NORTHWESTERN INDIANA WEATHER SEEMED TO BE
INCLINED TO REMAIN UNCHANGED UNTIL SPRING CAME TO
SOLON ROBINSON'S GROVE

TRAVELERS MAKING THEIR WAY TO THE PRAIRIE THAT
WINTER SPENT MANY NIGHTS IN DOUBT THAT THEY
WOULD ARRIVE.

. Thirty one-year-old Solon Robinsen swiflly
Srioac brom dhe bichigan City post office and
stopped before the steep decline of stairs.

e tucked the letter from Harriet Warner
Holton into the breast pocket of his coat. The
widow of his friend had seemingly received his
early November fetter in good {ime. She and her
family would join him to claim this hospitable
couniry.

Bul Robinson was grim. Her letter indicated
arrival in February. She had not heeded his
advice fo travel during this month of December
or wail until early spring

The blond Yank who hailed from Tolland,
Connecticut turned his attention to the trading
Eosl where he intended to pass around his

test issue of the Albany, New York Cultivator,
the farm paper for which he was a correspon-
dent. The editor had published the first of his
letters that he hoped would prompt settlers to
come to the new prarie in northwest Indiana.

Throughout his travel that day though, his
thoughts were on the Holton family. February
was often bitter. Harriet Holton was travelin
from Madison, in the southernmost region
Indiana, along the oft warmed banks of the
Ohio River. And though she hailed from
Massachusetis, she and her sons did not seem
to realize the changeableness of the western
weather. Now there was not time to caution
them again,

Could it be that January and February
would be better months to travel than he had
anticipated? After all, now the land was so
boggy that Robinson and his wife, Mariah, had
been concerned. Christmas was near and the
marshes were fuller than he had seen them
since he arrived nearly two months before on
the last day of October,

Surely, Robinson thought, the traveling
party would take shelter or turn back before
they came to peril

Two days later, Solon Robinson's intense
blue gaze watched as his old friend and
neighbor from Jennings County, Indiana. left
the prairie. Clark passed through the grove,
his wide back swaying above the prairie until
he disappeared from the Robinson claim

William Clark was on his return to southern
Indiana. He had completed the cabin and stock
shelters, after spending nearly six weeks on
the prairie to do so, and was restless to return
for Ann and the children.

Though Clark had said he supposed they
might have to wait until spring before they
made the irip, Robinson was not convinced
that his friend would heed the possibility of
bitter weather settling onto the central and
northernmost regions of Indiana.
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That was the day Sclon Robinson took his
hatchet to the woodpile and roughed out
several long signs. As he had done with the
signs for the New York travelers following the
Old Sauk Trail, he used an ember of oak to burn
into the wood until he had crafted a pointer for
directions and the words:

Fifteen miles to Robinson's Prairie . . .
Ten Miles to Robinson’s Prairie . . .
Robinson's Prairie, five miles north ..
North to Robinson's Prairie . . .

He had posted the Old Sauk Trail signs with
the help of Henry Wells, who was commis-
sioned the new Lake County sheriff. A month
before, Wells had posted the furthest of the
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Clark knew his family hoped he would stop
for the night bul they would have to travel for
as long as the daylight was supplied to them.
Cold and wet as the storm had left them, Clark
knew there would be precious hours ahead
when they would need shelter and food. If they
stopped now, the trip would be dangerously
prolonged

The family, who were hours away from
where they would cross at Eaton's Ferry,
maneuvered along the southern side of the
Kankakee River on that afternocon in early
February of 1835 Slush spewed from the
wheels as the heaving wagon pounded across
the frozen land of the swamp.

sl?ns when he departed, to spend the winter €85
w

th his wife and child in Detroit, Michigan.

In order to post the signs for southern
travelers, Robinson traveled into the Grand
Marsh with Lyman Fowler, who had arrived
with Wells and was spending the winter with
the Robinson family. They nailed the last sign
to an oak deep in the swamp, northwest of
Eaton's Ferry,

Uneasy about the safety of his friends,
Robinson also insiructed h to keep a
beacon fire to alert travelers to their home in
the oakgrove on the prairie.

William Clark leaned against the swift
February wind as he guided the frightened
team of horses further into the marshland that
he had crossed over jusi two months before,
Sleet stung his face and neck. His boots were
soaked with rain and slush. But at least the
ground was solid and the wheels rolled easily
over frozen grasses.

Clark's oldest son tramped along the other
side of the team. The third child of the Clark
family, twelve-year-old Alexandar, was beside
the wagon. pulling with all his might on a loose
end of the canvas cover that the wind threated
to tear free. The heavy cover was sodden from
the rain and sleet. The other four children rode
in the wagon that their mother handled,

He turned to see if his wife was in need
of a temporary reprieve. Ann was wet from
the storm hitting her with its full force because
of where she sat on the wagon bench. Her
shaw] was covered with ice and snow and her
wet hands were firey red. He motioned for his
eldest to climb on the bench beside his mother
and take the reins.

Harriet Warner Holton held the soaked and
freezing blanket over her mouth so she could
catch her breath but the wind beat her with a

force to which she had never been exposed
Her eyes watered from the extreme cold that
permeated her body and clothing

The dark of another day was settling sooner
than ever before. She called to her sons and
they didn't hear because the furious storm
roared about them and whipped their coats.

Then young William Holton turned, as if he
had felt her call Harriet waved for him to stop
their team of oxen so they could begin prepa-
ration earlier than usual for the night that
awailed them. Tomorrow maybe they would
cross the frozen river since they had not been
able to use Eton's Ferry on the south end of
Porter County. For tonight, they would have to
remain where the day of travel had [eft them

There was not a fire that evening because the
woods were dripping with the aftermath of rain
and the slush on the marsh ground had begun
to grow heavy with cold

he young Holton sons, Warner and Wllliam,

.prepared the oxen for a night in the open. Their

team had been frightened by the howling of the
marsh winds but calmed when they were no
fonger urged forward into the pelting rain. They
turned their huge heads away from the force and
ate the hay from the wagon box. At dark the
family was huddled in the wagon, their clothes
changed so they were dry and more comfortable.
Harriet's daughter passed bowls of cold stew to
her brothers and mother. Then she began to rub
the boots of her brothers with heavy toweling
so that they would be drier for the morning

travel
CONTINUED ON PAGE B
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Entertainment of the Seasons Around

Away from

Dear Bobbi,

Kathy told me about the Prarie Pride at
Christmas Country Folk Art Show’. Wish we
had known. | was told that the promoter, Marcy
Dailey arranged live dulcimer music and there
was a great selection of antiques and folk arl.
There were hand-forged iron works and grape-
vine trees. This was one of those small town
Falhcrlnts that has the spirit of the season and

really hope we can meet there next year.

The day of the folk art show I was in
Plymouth. George and I spent a late afternoon
shopflng and had dinner at the Hayloft. That
evening we went 1o the high school for "Babes
in Toyland” by the Performing Arts Commission,
The girls met us. It's a favorite of theirs!

George and [ still love the simple concerts.
We're headed to the Gala Christmas Concert at
Saint Mary's College in South Bend on December
19th. Il see you before then. Merry
Christmas, my frien

Love, Meredith

Dear Meredith,
I fove the hustle and bustle of Christmastime

and already it's shaping to be a very
season. On Friday, Dece 10th, John and
are taking the s to Va for the

Downtown Openhouse Around the Square.
I'm looking forward to the live Nativity scene and
the performance of the Porter County Children’s
Choir. The kids can’t wait to take a ride around

Christmas T nee Farme
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the square on the horse drawn buggy. And, as
usual, John is going to munch his way through
all the openhouses in the shops while I search
for a sweater for my sister.

I hope You haven't forgotten our plans for
December 1ith and 12th. ] have arranged for Mom
and Dad to watch your five and our two children
on Saturday evening. As soon’as we get the kids
seftled, we can feave for Christmas at Barker
Mansion in Michigan City.

I can't wait for you to see this gorgeous
English home all dressed up for Christmas. When
you walk through you will feel like the lady of
the manor, es iaYl since we will be dressed
for the Mandrigal Dinner. We need to leave
Michigan City early enough to arrive at Valparaiso
University around 6:30, We don't want to miss
the trumpet fanfare and the procession of lords
and ladies.

The kids are looking forward to the next day
when we will take them 1o the Indiana Dunes
for the Chellburg Farm Swedish celebration.

It's always nice to celebrate Christmas with
close friends and family. And I consider you
George and the girfs as both. Can't wait to see
you! TIll close for now. Merry Christmas to

you. too.
Bobbi

Love,
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Country Hearth's Christmas Shopping Guide o, -

QUALITY CLOTHING BOY'S & GIRL'S O To 14
TOYS!!! GAMES!"

i 4T 408 E. Commencia. Ave., LoweLL
THE COW COIALEC“ON T Houns: Tues - Fm 10-5 Sar 10-4

CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS TOO ! ' Prone 696-2357

BROWN'S b y :’-'_’ \u"i‘-“s‘T
FOR 1994 RATES CARDEN CENTER & CHRISTMAS SHOP Booxs By Lews Coe N

Hicaway 1 14 Weer v Renssprack - =
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L@ NORTH LIGHT STUDIO & GALLERY
1611 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS OPENHOUSE =~ * ;

Offering Contempaorary Baskets, Jewelry, Paintings, Stonewear
Porrery, Stained Glass, Note Cards & Hand-painted Silk Scarves.
Many one of a kind items. ﬁ

OPEN DECEMBER 1st THRU 2380 1 - 8FM ( OF BY APPOINTMENT ) B
DORIS B. MYERS, PROPRIETOR  Phone 219-956-3707 SN
\_AR 3. BOX 239 LOCATED 1/+ MI WEST OF WHEATFIELD ONSR 10
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Hours: 10am - 4pm or by appt. Sexof
MENTION COUNTRY HEARTH & RECEIVE 3% OFF ! [“‘! e
Clothing. Earrings. H air Accessories ;’—, =
Hand Crochet Doilies. Dolls .
Ornaments. Sof t Sculpture [ 1o
Victorian Dolls W
o B e s 5 0 s e ) ;
14STHAVE.  #7H HOUSE ON RIGHT (WHITE WITH BLUE '.!I.{.I-.;t) E" A
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BAKING FOR THE HOLIDAYS ? } '
Our Px Crust Rears i b
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Is Quack & Easy. ANNTESS e
Seno $1 ano SASE ro: W
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Glimpses of the Past by D. Adams

I discovered this country of Monon quite by accident, when [ traveled to the Miller
Tree Farm Harvest Fest Nancy Bush had brought her famous [imited-edition photographic E
mts of historic grist mills, barns, covered bridges, lighthouses, scenic vistas and Indiana round

s. | was enraptured with the hand cast and painted sculptures of authentic grist mills
and lighthouses but | think the most fascinating was railroad memorabilia You will find
Glimpses of the Past at the end of a wooded country lane. The In-Barn gellery is located
between Renssealer and Monon. Take SR. 16 to 500 West and travel north. When you reach
B850 North turn west and follow signs to the wooded lane. You will find posters, ts,
hearalds, drum heads, medicine tins and bottles, treasures that take you to the past. 253-7606. n

Chiley's Metle Nowmar vy Viss Lowman

Wheth .r:ru're planning a romantic candlelit Christmas dinner or looking forward to a glitzy
night on the town, this shop has everything you need to make your dreams come true. Nestled
in downtown Valparaiso at 7 North Franklin, Shirley’s Merle Norman offers personalized
makeup for that special occassion, as well as a lovely selection of day and evening clothing |
in sizes S, M, L and some XL. Many beautiful and unusual jewelry pieces can also be found
there and they offer a complete line of Merle Norman skin care and cosmetics. ShirkYD\:ftiﬂhms F
mhavéeeger shop open during the Valparaiso Christmas Openhouse the evening of ember

%" Q(/atﬂ by D. Adams

en drive by the window of this Lowell shop your head tums Red velvet dresses
decked-out teddy bears, coats, tinsels and trees are in the Chﬂsimasamn Kathy Toy opened g
Bearly Womn so she could offer children's and clothing (sizes O to 14). equipment and |
mtzmh}awear on consignment The shop offers a beautiful selection and a deal for your
family! Kathy also offers some nice %i items Bear Family, Cow Collection and ornaments m
for You will find Bearly Worm at 408 East Commercial in Lowell 696-2357.
1 k"i

Waﬂﬂ{(f (/{/ 92@ ¢ by Cheryl Ponder

Woods N Things of otte is a little bit off the beaten path but the tri istndyworﬂ:itn
Just take Division St west to 950 W, then south a :rmate‘Lone a mile You will
have discovered Woods 'N Things The metmsa:e and Marilyn Zeilenga Jack creates
in wood and Marilyn is in charge of the 'gs'l'hoseihi:ngsindude illows, pictures, dolls,
stuffed animals, she also does stains the wood items and paints with a n and thread
The finished product is special A picture that she made is now in Sweden, and a doll is in
Germany. For Marilyn, that is exciting Open Saturday or hours by appointment 987-4521 &8

%féﬂg by Vicki Lowman -
Remember when the Watkin's man once visited your home with a valise full of household |
neccessities? You can still use their home delivery service. Or before you begin your holiday $08
baking, plan to visit this new shop. Watkin's offers a tantalizing variety of et extracts
and spices, inc their famous double-strength white and Gold Medal Award S8
winning cinnamon. Entertaining is made simple and delicious with their assortment of snack
and dip mixes Watkin's proprietor, Rodne y. also has a shop full of gifts balms, salves, |38
linaments, tonics, creme soaps, colognes, bakin hemlhatpeo&lahavemdandtmsted
since. 1868. The shop is open seven days a Located at 1202 Formula Dr., Suite E |[§am
in Valparaiso (directly across from the on Roosevelt). 464-8126. &

Fripay 1s Senvior Cimzen Day

Pupcrast s up 1o S50 may mrerne 10% Dascouns

CHRISTMAS DRAWING !

Fop 6 Foor STockING Loapep witH Goobies !!!
Bovs & GirLs vp TO AGE 12

DRAWINGS FOR $25.00 Girr CertiFICATE ON Dec. 3ep, 10Ta & 171H AT 4Ph !
DRAWINGS FOR $50.00 Girr CeERTIFICATE ON DECEMBER 24 AT 2pM !

WEINBERG STORE IN TOTO HIOULSS 250 4n-5:500n Wi 50 Sow Wb

CHILDREN'S

ALSO

8:30am-5:00pm Monpay Curosep Tuesbays 772-4533
FINANCING AVAILABLE




HARDWARE STORES

| OVER 100 DESIGNS | {

301 LANE ST.. NORTH JUDSON \mmm'} (;t\

219-896-2833

TOYS & MORE rayowayiscasy

T-Shirts & Sweatshirts ore

in Many Designs & Pafferns as \
Team & Luaﬂm Quantimes AuaiasLe cb"lsm "‘ you Waﬂ
‘l'-uUmS?.S-Uu nﬂd

FEED & GARDEN

*Pet & Lavestock Feeds

Bmrp Feen
FeeDERs & SuppLIES
3926 S. Svat=Rp. 49 Mapew IN

Purina Daalm

e Now FEATURING A Funl LINE oF

4774174

Christmas Shops
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GIFT IDEAS GALORE !

Foa Trose Wno Wanr To Ger Away From Ir ﬁu. !

NATURE & WILDLIFE DEPARTMENT
Natwre Tares, CDs, Cauenoers . UCR Naruee Fums
Torocrarmcar Mars . Nature Boows . How To Booxs

CLOTHING DEPARTMENT
Rain & Wimo Wean . Poartec . Gor-Tex . PoLyrroryLene

CAMPING DEPARTMENT Tewrs . Steernc Bacs
F:an 1 ’'MSR Stove . Warer Svstems . Coownc Eouirment

RENTAL AVAILABLE Tewrs. Back Packs. Backmcrne Sroves
HIKING & BOOT DEPARTMENT

Comrrere Scwecrion of FOOTWEAR INCLUDING LINE OF HIKING SOCKS
Licar Trai Snoes . Exvenmion & Licarwacnt Hixme Boors

(ARGE SELECTION OF TRAIL FOOD & CAMPING EQUIPMENT

TRAILHEAD OUTFITTERS!

CAMPING/ RIKING/ BACKPACKING
Supplies & Equipment

358 INDIAN BOUNDARY. INDIAN OAK MALL CHESTERTON
Boiumo Susway

HOLIDAY HOURS
AFTER THANKSGIVING
Mon - FRu9 7w 9

Sar9 16/ Som 11 T b

REGULAR HOURS Mon - Fui 10am 10 Brn
Sar 10an o Grw /' Sum | Law 1o $rm

(219) 929-1970

In-storg Bakery * Peeoraled Ca
Hot Peli * Calgring :
Quality Mgats * Fresh Producg

Wide selgelion frozen Joods

Film proegssing * Poslage slamps
floral 8getion * Carrg oul sgrvie
Sr. eitizgn diseoun! gvery Wed. \\

In-storg banking al PeMollg Slalg Hank

E Fosd Dustar 987’-2[4[

Storg hours 7am-10pm Closed Sunday
345 N. tiallgeR in PeMollg Plaza

2

Young Parakeets........ 9%

Singing Canary.......... 569%*
HANDFED BIRDS

Love Birds. . v 549
Cockatiels...cn.. $79% up
Quakers. o

Jendaya Conure_...5299°%
Large Selection
Cages & Supplies

BROWN'S
CARDEN C [N’I‘Fl

AND Reptiles
CHRISTMAS SHOP Bans Dythons By
Hrerway T'1A Wrogr in RENESRLAGR Lizards
PHB8OB6G-8Y35 0Opren 7 nave A wiin Turtles

.
Frogs

Iguanas

‘CONSIDER A BIRD WATCHERS CIFT”

BIRD SEED
WILDEIRD FEED
SUET

BLLACKOIL
SAFFLOWER

LARCE VARIETY OF
BIRDFEEDERS & HOUSES

ﬁNI’ f(lN IIHP THIS !

“Lets Trim
the Tree”

*
Val aranso Pet-N-Hobb

18 N. Washington * Val aralso . 462 834
: Sunda 12-4 on -Thurs. 9:30-5:30

{] AJ »If [
h -:,( i EiHsm { 1‘ 1'(
' l',} Prepare forn ,'I""'-.:l ',
' » Merry Christmas | .

b and
!. Happy New Year!

-.J.l'

b L P

H’u
fy ‘l

/ \Jl

Coats
&
Sweaters
995 For
Set Ups *39% up 2 chiu!r l;:.atl
“New Styles Are In"
20% OFF e BnnB Your Pet For
All Aquarium  |S§ erfect Fit!

Explres 12-10-93

'ﬂ 20% OFF ¢!

'é Dog & Cat Beds |

Dalmatian 3

Puppies
AKC Registered '
First Shots

IE Habit Trail &

I Sam Pet Homes z|
E_Blres 12- lO 93

) e

Sho )

9:30-8 » Sat 9:30-5

* Frida
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oliday

- Gift Special
T e

~  SHIRLEY'S
2 MERLE NORMAN

-
.\ (219) 462-4887 Oren MONDAY - SATHRDAY
7 Norm Frarmun. VALraraso

Facias & Faciar Torma
PeERsonALIZED Marep
MNai. Services

PEDICURES

Ear Prercing

Cameo Gistom Fir Bras
Lesurr. WeAr

Crotmns GREAT FOR
ALl OccAssions

SKIN CARE TRAVELER
w/ any two reg priced] Merle Morman cosmwelics
b a 36000 vahe !

CAPTIVE EYES s4500 vahe Now $20.00

CLASSIC LIPS 34000 vaie/ Now $20.00

BRUSHES GALORE 4000 vate/Now $20
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE Yy

NOW $
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SETTLERS OF ROBINSION'S PRAIRIE

Soron Rosinson was born in Tolland, Connecticut on October 21, 1803, He is considered
by most to be the founder of Crown Point. He was married to Mariax Evans of Philadelphia
in 1830. They moved to Jennings County in Indiana, where their children Solon Oscar and
Josephine were born in 1831 and 1833 respectively. The family moved to northern Indiana,
locating their cabin across from the northwest corner of the court house in Crown Point.
They arrived October 31, 1834 Three other children were born in Crown Point; Charles
Tracy in 1836, Leila Gertrude in 1838, and Allen Downing in 1842. Robinson was in
parinership with his brother MiLo. They operated a trading post and other businesses,

Henry WELLs, a native of Massachusetts, was appointed the first sheriff of Lake County.
Wells is reported to have traveled from Detroit with Luman A. FowLer. They left their oxen
team and wagon on Twenty Mile Prarie and completed the journey to Robinson's Prarie
on foot, Wells returned to his wife and child in Detroit. Fowler stayed the winter of 1834~
35 with the Robinson family then returned to Detroit the following spring and married.
Fowler returned to Robinson's Prairie before Wells, bringing his new wife and the wife
and child of Wells. Henry Wells joined his family before the winter of 1835-36.

Harrier WARNER HoLton was also a native of Massachusetts, where she was educated and
married to an attorney. She and her husband settled in Madison, Indiana where he practiced
law until his death. Harriet Warner Holton was the first school teacher in Crown Point
Her children were near the a&e of twen{; when they settled in Lake County. Sons,
W. A. W. Horton (Warner). J. W, HoLton (WiLLiam), and daughter, possibly named Jawna.

Wictiam CLark, who was later known as Judge Clark, arrived in the area very near to
the time when Solon Robinson staked his claim. Clark and his wife Ann were friends of
the Robinson's. Both migrated from Jennings County. His wife was Ann Camesert CLARK.

THE INFORMATION ABOVE IS PARTIAL INTERESTING READING IS AVAILABLE IN AREA LIBRARES. FOR THE COUNTRY
HEeartH FEATURE, TION WAS TAKEN FROM NUMEROUS HISTORICALS pF Laxke County. CoNFLICTING

HOME PRODUCTS ’5
# Since 1868 AR rhns
ALSO AVAILABLE:

CRAFTS, DOLLHOUSE FURNITURE
& STANLEY PRUDUCTS

' Rooney Ray, ProPrIETOR
707 Roospvrrt, Surme E (Nixr 1o Beer Maxr)

] VALPARAISO  PH 464-8126 lr

;_o keep some warmth in their arms, legs, and
eet.

The only thing that kept them from the
bitterness the wind on that February night
was the ridge on the southside of the Kankakee
River, in Jasper County, and the once soaked
wagon cover, which was now frozen and as stiff
and unyielding as a wall

T —

Miles south and east of the Holton family,
on the same side of the Kankakee River, William
Clark's wagon was frozen where it had come to
rest just before dark, with the wheels deep in
the slush covering the marsh scrub land

Such cold he had never experienced when he

G was not in a shelter with a fire on the hearth

and quilts over the bedframe. He had nearly
frozen his hands and feet in an atiempt 1o make
a fire. There was not a possibility of one on
this night. His children shivered where the
were curled, against each other in the center o
the wagon. The younger four whimpered with
hunger and fear. He and his wife rested on each
side of them holding a quilt above their heads
so the heat from their ies would be captured
beneath. They hoped this and the heat provided
from their own bodies would be enough so none
would ish, suffer ill or frostbite. Before
dawn the family at last slept, shivering but too
exhausted to awaken from their discomfort,

Morning crept upon them. still and grey, then
bri%lt with the yellow rise of a winter sun.
William Clark opened his eyes and squinted
against the boldness of the rays that, through a
frayed opening, invaded the wagon cover. He
rolled to his left side and pushed the solidly
frozen flap until it yielded and opened

Golden, shimmering light rushed into his face.
The scrub marshland shone with the look of wet,
clear glass. The extreme cold had frozen ice on
every ftree, scrub, dried grass blade and inch of

ound for as far as he could see. He knew that

fore evening he must find shelter for his
family.

ACCOUNTS MAKES THE ACTUAL RETELLING OF THE STORY IMPOSSIBLE

A purring bundle of fur
makes a greal gifl.

The Shelier has so many cals and young oncs that can be
adopied for Chrisimas. There's Nellie. Alan, Lolee, Kalrina,
Preity Girl and lois of others. | hope you will stop for a visil. §
I'm available, 100. usl in case you were wondering *  MAX

219~ 785-49306 for appl/hrs

Independent Cat Sociely

Adveriseniwnd vty uf U ias ey | baarth
A place for adopling - nol Tor dropping, Phease: find o hesoet for your imwanted cal. Do) keave i defietscless and righilonnd n bowes al fhe K0S door,

e

WRrRITTEN BY C. BANE

Clark pulled his wet boots over the dry, wool foot
warmers that Ann had made. But his feet were
damp before he climbed down from the wagonbed.

e attempted to walk around the wagon and
repeatedly slid onto his knees as he inspecied the
wheels which were now imbedded in ice. Clark
raised his pick and began to hack the ice from the
wheels,

His sons awakened from the pounding and
lended assistance. An hour fater they were making
their way over the land, where along smooth

ths the boys secured footing for their team by
g?eaking off scrubs and tossing them in front of
the horses.

The cold was excruciating. Exposure left the
family breathless as they expended their energy
to make the way forward to Robinson's Prarie.

Clark decided that they would cross at the

oint west of Eton's Ferry since now the river had
Eeen solidly frozen for more than a week He
estimated their arrival time at the crossing would
be within that afternoon, and the day of their
arrivalat Robinson's Prarie would be delayed after
the storm. If possible, with quick travel under the
circumstances, they would only have to withstand
another {ull day of the weather.

Clark did not know if they could. The sign he
found, put on a tree by his friend Solon Robinson,
indicated that they were twenty miles from the
prarie. He had to find shelter.

Just after dark the Clark family saw a light
from the tiny hut of Shobar. He had guided his
family nearly ten miles south of the Kankakee
River, to the shelter of the Frencliman and his
half-Indian family. There they remained for two
days before at last reaching their destination of
Robinson’s Prarie.

TALES oF HoOSIER PIONEERS
| J
JOURNEY TO ROBINSON'S PRAIRIE
Harriet could not sleep. By midnight, she
thought theg would surely freeze to death before
morning. She roused her sons and daughter
throughout the night so they could move around

=

_-""_._'_.__-_--
e Nt

The Holtons were struggling for their lives.
They had found a low bank to cross the Kankakee
River and now the oxen were stranded on the
solid ice. Their team of oxen was on its knees
for the second time and they still had not traveled
more than two rods. They could not be urged
forward or to turn back to the bank. William leaned
against the wagon, gasping the frigid air into his

x*

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

SorLox Romixsox

Conrtesy Nisconsiny State

Histarial Sdcicty

lungs as he ftried to breathe. Warner attempted
to prepare a sling that would attach to the
wagon and possibly offer support for the oxen.
Because of the exireme temperature and the
exposure they had suffered the day before. the
young Holton men would not be able to take
much more of this great exertion. Harriet knew
they could not be too far from the Solon
Robinson claim. She considered sending her
sons for a rescue party but feared they would
not reach safely and her entire family would
])erish in the swamp. So their struggle continued. %
t was far into the day before the frantic and
exhausted oxen were urged to their feet again,
only to drop before they had been led to the
center of the frozen Kankakee River.

The family accepted their fate and, as the
temperature dropped below the exiremes of the
night before, they prefared for another night.
The sons ran from bank to bank, trying to locate
branches or wood to burn. None could be found.
Warner ran further along the river bank and
over the ridge. There he found a pile of logs that
had been peeled and stood ready for a cabin.
Nearby was a pile of firewood! He shouted for
his family and they carried what they needed
back to the team and wagon. That night, the
heat of the fire on the bank was enough to keep
them from freezing to death.

The next morning, Warner discovered the
team had a better footing when they stood on
scattered hay that had fallen as they ate. The
brothers made a path and sprinkled water over
the hay so the team would have a rough path
to cross. Within a few hours they were headed
north and found a sign, crude bul welcome.
THIS WAY TO ROBINSOM'S PRARIE. Heart-
ened because the extreme weather had broken,
the family traveled into the dark until they saw
a beacon fire at the Solon Robiggﬁl:} home.

ﬁs'—ih——tﬂbc—_——'ﬁﬁ'*
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CJ'\Q ga’lm CWi @ by Ok Mitta

“When 9 get big. and stond so high. I speak a piece. at least YU try.

There is an old saying that says Christmas is far children Alot of people believe this is true. I dont! Christmas = —_—
is sh;riflng - fove, heﬁahug?s’,lchmh and school programs, family gei-togethers, and good food Notice that [ didn't = M
sa is - not wor anyhow. ;
__The first Christmss after , our oldest &gﬂu was born, was \Ttl't| special We had purchased one of the _ ay” lour =
chicken coop” houses from the farm dealer, Arty. He sold brooder houses, and yes, the first prefabs in the : o
area. We had worked 1o erect the house from September through mid-November, With great excitement we moved ; Ch‘I‘leIn.aS' be
into it in early December. Our first Christmas tree was an artificial one from the Woolworth Dime Store in Valparaiso. E
It was about a foot tall and was the most beautiful tree in the whole world | a Hap;pf One
The next year we were in yel another new home. We moved to the Warren Farm. That Christmas was both AI'L
happy and sad Mom and Dad had sold the old house in Kouts and moved to Tennessee. I thought the end of d may” the
the world had come when they left Kouts Mom gave me the old artificial tree we had at home when I was a
kid It was super tall compare.dyto our [ittle one - about two and a half feet! Katy was about a year and a half
old, so she was quite a walker and a toucher. The tree had to be put on the sewing machine to keep it away

from finy fingers.

Elchzllrkims.asmf grew, has been a milestone in my fife. One Christmas season I'remember dearly
was when the girls had their recitations for the church program Katy was probably five and Wilma was |[f
a three year old. The girls were ve shy.so{hekleacherj_ave them a piece 1o say together. girls slept downstairs |
with us during the cold winters. ny winter nights after we went 1o bed the pieces were ticed. I can still
hear them as Lsaid. When I get big and stand so tall, I'll aﬁ(&lophsevuuaﬂ' en Wilma would
come in with, "When [ get big, and stand so high, I'll speak a e, al sil‘lll:ﬁ.’ﬁndlhenlogelherthqwmdd
say, "But today we are so s so we'll say to one and all Y CHRISTMAS!" No matter how much we practiced,
Mew Christmas was "Mermry Chrithwath”. But it was beautiful

e lalk alot about the Depression Christmas seasons but there were alot of families in the early 1940s that
had bad years. too. | made the girls Christmas program dresses out of material that had come from Junior's sister,
Harriett's, hand-me-downs. They thought the rcddpohid and green velvet oulfits were just great Sometimes the |;
girls got new dolls, sometimes they just got new doll clothes They would always try to see what [ was sewing
so | to be very careful to keep thh!ﬁhldden.

Games don't have to cost money fo be enjoyed One thing my girls liked to do wasglzv "Pick” out of the
Sears Christmas catalog They would sit on the davenport with the catalog on both their laps and choose what
they wanted from the page that was on their side Many nr%:us:'lznls ensued about “picking first” so I had them
clnafe sides every other night That way each could have pick on some :Eeth] page.

e made alot of Christmas cookies to share with our family, the school teachers, and just to eat ourselves.
How excited the kids were when they got to cut out gingerbread men, irees, stars and even Santa Claus. There
were alot of burned cookies al our house because we got too with cutting to think about the oven. One
of our favorite things to do at Christmas time was to coconut or peanut butter balls into melted chocolate.
g'hm a mess when the kids were little, but oh, how they enjoyed licking the spoons and bowls, let alone their
the

y girls were not given an allowance fike some of the kids in their class, but once a month when we got

check we wouldvﬂve them some spending money. They saved their money for Christmas, and went
to Harvey's basement in Valparaiso. They bought me five dessert dishes. Yes, five. The sales clerk asked Katy,
"Why do you want ﬁvcdlshu.andno!mmmhawwm?ﬂamswmﬁmmmwﬂwatm
house-Jmn.Dad.Wlhmandl.mdUnck John" We've ed often over that Christmas gift

A caring heart is what the Christmas season is all about. The right gift doesn’t always come wrapped
in a box adorned with ribbons. As you share this Christmastide with your family and friends make sure that
the "Gift goes on and on" like the song says. Merry Christmas, Ilah.

liah Sandberg Miller and her husband Junior reside southeast of Kouts near the Kankakee River Farming has
been a way of life for them during the past fifty years. llah's articles are often published in The Kouts Journal
and other publications.
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: :’ak” Shocks == > 2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU . . .
* Tune-Ups Fuel Injection = :
* Engine Rebuilding Compuler Diagnostics » I;E?gl;lrfm & ‘:Egl:‘o':m" ST,

* Passenger Tire Sales and Service = vont 987-2281 CounTry Squane PLazA

= FioNE 996-2281

3 VANS CIRCLE Mon. - Fri. Ba.m, -5 p.m.
Habron, IN 46341 (218) 996-6554 STORE HOURS 7 Davs A Wrrk
<>

Whiripool  RpQUCH’S
KischenAld 5 AppLIANCE, INC.

For 1he way 1S made
SALES & SERVICE
1302 E LINCOLNWAY « VALPARAISO, IN
PHONE 219-462-4293

———ee—
1=l s, LARRY ROUCH

Porter County’s ONLY TV & Appliance Store

ining Without Dishes o by 1= 2

PEPPINS COUNTRY CORNER RESTAURANT 4

>

With Our Own Service Department and In-Store Warehouse %" 101 Eim Street in Rensseher, IN 866-5283
""SINCE 1966 -

Owner: Jeri Peppin

_ A Christmas place to dine, I imagined, would
be a corner restaurant that welcomes one with
warmth and the aroma of cinnamon from baking

pl.nnApktn pies. R
Christmas restaurant would have ar ~dorned . |-/
Christmas tree and there would be treasures all
theMd the rm:nn‘l m!hai Mﬁeﬁ you of wlh;d:ohdav.

- owner and the snowy e coun -

A Christmas place would have to remind

of the days of cranberry sirings, black and ite
family portarits, hat boxes with a green velvet
Sunday hat for mother, and candy cames for the
children.

When I thought of where that Christmas place hid in northwest Indiana, [
realized I had visited recently, one of the most intimate family restaurants And
> they will be open on the day before Christmas Imagine, traveling to town on
the morning of Chrisimas Eve, stomping snow from boots, and entering
~ such a Christmas place The home away from home for breakfast and lunch on o€
! day of the year would be a treasured meeting place for neighboring
fi on this special day.
Peppins Country Corner Restaurant is the plce of fine, homemade foods.
The prices, service and value of partaking at this restaurant are well served for
the diner. Even if you don't ive near or in Rensselaer. you may visit sooner or
\ later for shopping or a festival Take a few exira minutes to find this corner
family restaurant on the north side of town. located a few blocks west of 23L
The hours are Mondaghrngh Saturday from Gam until 2pm. Jeri said they
will be closed Christmas but she is looking forward to serving breakfast
and aneaﬂ?hmchonlhejaybdu'e&ﬁsims Llico
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CONTACT OR SEND MAIL ORDER TO:

Porter County SoiL & WATER
Conssrvanon Districr

910 Roosevert Roap
Varearaiso IN 46383
rr(219)464-1049

Fuils SIZE ORDER BLANK WITH PICTURES &
NESCRFTIONS AVAILABLE.

iREES S1sE PRICE

MHITE FLOWER ING 20GWO0D 137-18" 5 Fom % §.00

TLIP TREE ‘20" - 30" S FOm § 5.00

RED QAR M - Jam S FOR S 500

RIVER SIRCH O - 15 € FoR 53,00

WASHINGTON HAWTHORNE 1L - Jus € FOR S 500

SMERICAN ARBCRVITAE 10" - 14M  § =pa 513,00

WHITE SPAUCE 1o - 14 £ FR 310.00

WORWAY SPEUCE 1Y - 15M $ FOR 510.20

WHITE PINE 16 - 5 Fou_%10.00

\ A
P(G 5 X BN MAWER FLIGS 136 2ACa =
U\

ToTay IMOLOSED §

= 9100 P PaOME

 Animal Hospital
Glen N. Major, D.V.A.
. Cynthia Sue Keily, D.V.A.

Are Available

iba Pet Foods
® Serving Hebron & Porter Cly. Area

(219)663-8387 (V-E-T-S)

MICHAEL C. TAVENNER, JR., D.D.S.
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

DENTAL CLINIC OF HEBRON = (219) 996-3311
56 Park Place Drive, Hebron, IN 46341

‘ etc. Large selection. Prefer to sell together. Call Mary
) at 763-1816
EARN EXTRA CHRISTMAS MONEY! An exciting

Maureen’s Country Christmas 5th Season Not just
Christmas! 25 Crafters Open Thurs, Fri Sat 10am to
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Entertainment - Music
Rendezvous - Power Shows
Art Fairs - Grand Openings

Reach Northwest Indiana
Through Country Hearth

Phone 766-3982
Ask for Diane or Vicki

< B

BACK FieLpD ADVERTISEMENTS

S5pm and Sun 12 to 4pm. Closing December 19th
Located at 17125 Mount St. Lowell 696-0951

Pick up free by the SELL-IT-AGAIN-SHOP We
sell it for you. Furniture, hardware, appliances. Next to

DeMotte Post Office 987-5735

WEST PETER SHOP Chairs seated - cane split rush
For all your caning needs phone 464-1787.

MOMS! Turn your love of cooking into cash! Become a

pampered chef & get paid for having fun! For a new
career or to earn free merchandise call 219-464-3697

HOUSE FOR SALE - Valparaiso- Close to US30. North
of Shorewood - Two bedroom, 1 1/2 baths, fireplace, two

car attached garage, 18'236' inground pool pool house
with bath  $118,000 OBO Phone (219)759-3355

ATTENTION CRAFTERS Flomal Supplies! Roses
Statice, Mints, Herbs, Artemesia Sweet Annie, Lavendar,

CHRISTIAN GENTLEMAN Seeks Painting Jobs
Clean, dependable, neat, honest Professional quality.
Satisfied customers. References Please call 942-1636.
Ask for Rich

ﬁ

opportunity for you Become a Watkins dealer today!
Full or parttime. Start your own business Be your own
boss. Call Rodney Ray at 464-8126.

WRITERS WANTED  Interested In Articles
by the Norihwest Indiana Public. Family
Histories, Historical Photos, Town Settlement
and Business History are of interest. Manu-
scripts must be accompanied by size-propor-
tioned SASE to guarantee their return. PAID
ASSIGNMENTS ARE POSSIBLE Phone Diane
at 766-3982 or Mail Inquiries to Country
Hearth, POBox 550, Kouts, IN 46347-0550.

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

BOLD & BORDER INCLUDED
20 Words for $6
5 cents each additional word

Please Run Ad

INSTRUCTIONS
Fill in above for number of words.
MAIL WITH CHECK OR MO.

Ad will not run without payment unless
yvou have an advertising account with us
Adams Hearth Publications
COUNTRY HEARTH BACK FIELD
Post Office Box 550
Kouts IN 46347-0550
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24 HOUR SERVICE
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Silhouette Farm

Training Center

Horses trained and shown
Riding lessons « Boarding

Trainer / Instructor
Stephenie Miller

6E 1050 South, Kouts, Indiana
219 - 766 3852

” MatchMaster, Tnc.

The Dating Service With the Personal Touch
That Works Like No Other

LOW COST ~
Call or write for FREE no-obligation

m information packet !

1-8(00)-659-2788 TOLL FREE
P e e

= PO Box 442, Valparaiso IN 46384
1 3 -

k CoOUPo
WORLD FAMOUS
1 WATKINS
IDARK VANILLIA
'FREE
Receive Z oz. botile
lof dark vanilla

IFREE w/ any $10 purchase.
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